HANNIBAL.

CAKTHAG-E.   900-200 B. 0.

IN the third century B. C. Rome and Carthage divided the power of the Med-
iterranean world. Borne was first on land, Carthage first at sea. Intolerant
of powerful neighbors, Rome quarreled with Carthage, and in the First Punic
War brought her to her knees. The Carthaginians were of Phoenician origin,
one of the early settlements of Tyre. By their energy and intelligence they
succeeded in acquiring the hegemony of all the Phoenician colonies on the Med-
iterranean, as Tyre had done at home. The government was an aristocracy
of capitalists, controlled by a senate. This " London of antiquity " gradually
extended her conquests all around the western Mediterranean. The city was
strongly walled and beautifully built; and in addition possessed vast commer-
cial works, harbors and arsenals. Agriculture was as highly esteemed and prac-
ticed as commerce, and the land was worked by rich planters. The prosperity
of the city was equally indebted to either art. Cartilage was really the capital
of a great North African empire, as Rome was of the Italian peninsula.

Two generations after the death, of Alexander, Carthage
and Rome divided the power of the Mediterranean world be-
tween them. Carthage was the most powerful colony planted
by Tyre, and inherited all the enterprise, intelligence and
courage which the mother city showed in her extended com-
merce and many wars, and notably against the great Mace-
donian. Carthage was first at sea; Home on land. Rome,
always intolerant of powerful neighbors, of necessity fell to
quarreling with her great rival, unwilling to content herself
with less than the supremacy on both elements. The first
conflict between these cities was over the island of Sicily,lain at top of Little St. Bernard.......221
